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Do you ever feel like God is very far away and really doesn’t care about our suffering? 
We’re living through a very difficult time that is challenging our faith for many of us – perhaps 
most of us. What are we to do? Look for Jesus, listen for his call, reach out for him, believe in 
the Resurrection. I know this seems simplistic. It is. And it’s not. 
 
Consider where we are in the Gospel story, according to Matthew, that we’re reading this year. 
At the beginning of Chapter 14, Jesus learns that his friend, cousin, and messenger, John the 
Baptist, has been cruelly and capriciously executed. Jesus tries to retreat to a deserted place by 
himself to grieve and regroup. But crowds follow him and he has compassion for them and 
cures their sick. He notices that they are hungry and invites and empowers the disciples to feed 
them, with his blessing. Then he sends the crowds away and the disciples into a boat to go back 
across the lake. Finally, he can get some rest and have an evening to pray and mourn his friend. 
But the disciples face strong winds and waves that batter the boat. They become stuck out on 
the lake and afraid. So Jesus goes to them, walking on the water. Of course, they think he’s a 
ghost and that makes them even more afraid. He tries to comfort them. Peter demands proof: 
if it’s you, tell me to come to you on the water. Jesus encourages Peter and he gives it a try, 
which works for a moment until his fear comes back and he starts to sink. So he cries to Jesus to 
save him and Jesus reaches out to catch him, chastising him a bit for doubting, though they had 
just been walking on water! 
 
2020 feels like a year of being stuck in the middle of a large lake, being battered by the waves 
and hindered by relentless headwinds, with unspeakable grief constantly on our minds. God 
seems to be asking us to walk on water. Many of us are being challenged beyond our wildest 
expectations, to educate children while working from home or figure out how to care from 
them when not being able to work from home and schools are closed; or to live alone for 
months on end without much if any outside contact; or go without the gatherings and rituals 
that keep us sane; and remember all the rules for living safely in a pandemic; connect with God 
and one another in multiple ways depending on abilities, technologies, economies, etc. It feels 
like trying to walk on water. Even when we think we might just be able to pull off the 
impossible, we get scared again and start to feel like we’re sinking. 
 
Here’s the thing: we CAN walk on water. Well, not really, obviously, but we CAN do what we 
need to do if we are faithful, if we believe in Jesus, which is to say if we keep our hearts set on 
Jesus and his love for us, his care for us, and most of all his resurrection promise for us. This is 
not simple faith. Even Peter, who believed that he could walk with Jesus on the water, couldn’t 
actually pull it off. But he tried, and that’s the point. He believed Jesus would save him from 
drowning while they were trying to walk on water. He called out to Jesus when he felt scared of 
the wind and this ghostly apparition and Jesus called him to take an even greater leap of faith 
and join him on the lake. He tried, doubted, fell, and then Jesus picked him up – and challenged 
him to believe more faithfully! 
 



This story is not really about walking on water. It’s not even really about whether we can 
handle the challenges before us in 2020. It’s really much, much bigger. It’s about believing in 
the power of the resurrection to overwhelm all the powers of death, sickness, racism, injustice, 
cynicism, negativity, division, frustration, shaming, blaming, arrogance, boredom, impatience, 
greed, entitlement, and selfishness that batter us. It’s about the power of the resurrection to 
overturn the power of a corrupt and heartless ruler (Herod!) and a microscopic virus and the 
fear that keeps us stuck.  
 
It’s not for us to figure out how to solve all these problems. Together we will, with faith and 
commitment, solve enough of them. It’s up to us to believe that we have it in us to trust God, to 
seek Jesus’s Good News, and to follow that good news to salvation for the whole world. The 
word is near us, on our lips and in our hearts. If we believe in our hearts that God raised Jesus 
from the dead, we will be saved. If we share this faith, like Peter and the other disciples went 
on to do, we will help the world be saved. 
 
How is Jesus appearing to you now? Is it scary? Encouraging? 
How is Jesus calling you now, and what is he calling you to do?  
What kind of feats is he believing you are capable of? 
Can you ask Jesus for a hand? 
How might Jesus be reaching out for you now? 
Can you believe that all things are possible with the God that walked on water and triumphed 
over death? 
Can you feel that God and that faith on your lips and in your heart? 
 
God is very near. On our lips and in our hearts. 
All we have to do is believe, follow, and share the Good News. 
 


