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Exodus 17:1-7 & Matthew 21:23-32 
 
This pandemic is raising a lot of existential questions. What is the purpose & value of working 
together in an office? How is the structure of society & the economy working for everyone? 
What is the purpose of church? Some are not engaging and not missing work and play and 
church in this time. Others are engaging in previous activities differently. What does this shift 
mean, especially for us in the church, and for our vocation and how God is calling us to respond 
and move forward? 
 
Last week we read in Exodus about the Israelites complaining to Moses about not having 
enough food and longing for the time when they were enslaved and oppressed in Egypt, but at 
least had enough to eat. This week we read about them complaining similarly about being 
thirsty. Last week I talked about how I have been complaining a lot in the last 6 months about 
how hard things are now, mostly as we try to maintain our community and goals and traditions 
from the past. I am learning that I need to refocus from complaining to going ahead and 
figuring out, with God’s help, what is needed now and in the future. 
 
In the wilderness the people complained about the lack of food & water. Moses and the elders 
went ahead, trusting in God to show the way. Fast forward to Jesus in Jerusalem. The chief 
priest & elders “of the people,” but not really representing the people’s interests at all at this 
point, stubbornly held to their power & authority, relying on the traditions of the past. The 
tables were turned now, and the people longed for a way forward. Remembering how God led 
them out of oppression in Egypt, trusting God in the new prophecy of John the Baptist and the 
radical incarnation of Jesus, they yearned to follow the Messiah into a new promised land, the 
Kingdom of God, though they had no idea what that meant. The elders said the right stuff and 
exerted authority but did not really discern God’s call and set their hearts on God. Jesus called 
prostitutes & tax collectors and other people outside the traditional power elites to come and 
follow him and they did. 
 
I continue to believe we need to come together in various ways to hear God’s call, be fed by 
Jesus’s presence, and commit ourselves as a community to go. But it’s not enough to maintain 
our traditions through this challenging time and say we care about justice. It’s easy to fall into 
the pattern of saying “yes” and not going. It’s tempting now to say all we can do is maintain 
that traditional worship, however compromised. As always though, we have to challenge one 
another to focus on the dismissal, the sending: GO in peace to love and serve our God, and not 
just say “Thanks be to God, Alleluia” and feel satisfied until next week. 
 
We have to GO: 

• GO and address climate change that is already wreaking havoc on the lives, especially of 
those who are poor and vulnerable 

• GO and fight the racism that built this country and continues to define it tragically 

• GO and feed the hungry in our midst and around the world, more important than ever 
with production and supply chains impacted by pandemic and climate change 



• GO and care for the sick, and for children and others who are vulnerable, which might 
mean not going the places we are accustomed to going, but finding where we need to 
be, even online 

• GO and visit the lonely, maybe with phone calls, face times, or yard waves 

• GO and listen to others and build powerful, transformative relationships 

• GO and build up the next generations of the church and society 

• GO and vote! 
 
Some of this we do in the course of our careers and family commitments. Some of this we 
organize as a community. Much of this we do online or through the mail or phone these days. 
However we do it we must GO. Whether we gather for Eucharist and GO, or listen to a podcast 
and GO, or pray with a small group and GO, or discern God’s presence in a walk in the woods, 
we must GO and nurture God’s vineyard of love and justice and hope. 
 
I am stepping away from leadership for 2 months to rest, reenergize and especially refocus on 
my mission and vocation – how God is calling me to GO forward in loving and serving God and 
my neighbors. The vestry is also going to be focusing on the mission of St. Andrew’s, pondering 
the right balance of praying, thinking, and acting. I’m proud of this congregation and our 
commitment to action: even in the midst of pandemic social distancing, the impulse to act and 
care for our neighbors has felt even more urgent than prayer. 
 
We need to gather our spirits and voices in various ways. 
We need to give thanks and celebrate all that God has done for us.  
We need to be fed with sacramental prayer – embodied connection with God.  
Let’s be sure to let this prayer energize and encourage us and send us forth. 
Let’s GO and love and serve God’s vineyard, God’s kingdom of abundant love for all. 

https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterinformation/index.html

